
2007
lorem ipsum dolor met set 
quam nunc parum

JUNE 
2008

Six Teachers Wave Goodbye!

June is the time of year when 
teachers and students say goodbye. 
This resonates particularly for six of 
Dondero’s teachers, who are saying 
goodbye for good!  Are you 
wondering what they will do with all 
this free time? We asked them, and 
they told us.
 
Some, like Ms. Ansaldo-Church and 
Mrs. Hinton, will spend more time on 
artwork and hobbies. Other 
teachers, like Ms. Sterndale plan to 
be outdoors as much as possible. 
Most plan to travel, like Mrs. 
Bickford, who will go halfway around 
the world (to Thailand!) to visit with 

her son. Many of our retiring 
teachers will take on new roles in the 
field of education: Mrs. Hinton hopes 
to tutor or become a para, Ms. 
McManus will take a position at 
Exeter Speech, Language, and 
Education Associates, Mrs. Cox will 
work part time in the speech/
language field, and you may even 
see Ms. Ansaldo-Church teaching in 
Dondero’s after-school PEP program.
 
We also asked them to share some 
funny and/or fond memories. Ms. 
Sterndale remembers a day when 
she showed up at Dondero in two 
different shoes, each with a different 
heel height! Mrs. Hinton remembers 
when her class gerbil got out and ate 
all 500 of the adopt-a-spot plants that 
were beginning to sprout. Ms. 
McManus’ funny memory is the 
environmental camp skit that 
showcased Ms. Dunham as 
"Treegore", Ms. Twombly as "Dr. 
Franenslime" and Mr. Anderson, in a 
well-fitted dress as "Ima Fox." Mrs. 

Bickford has a fond memory of 
studying Victorian architecture with 
her students and then having a 
Victorian tea. Ms. Ansaldo-Church 
said that her fondest memory will be 
teaching children environmental 
stewardship, through the 
establishment of the recycling and 
composting programs in our school.

We can measure our retiring 
teachers collective time in the 
classroom (over 275 years!), but we 
could never measure the impact they 
have had on the Dondero community. 
We are indebted to Mrs. Bickford, 
Mrs. Cox, Ms. Sterndale, Ms. 
McManus, Mrs. Hinton, and Ms. 
Ansaldo-Church. Thank you all so 
much for your hard work, your 
dedication, and for your commitment 
to learning. You will be missed!
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If you answered C, you are right!

Our retirees have worked with over 
3700 students all together. That’s a lot 
of learning!

Q. Can you estimate the combined 
number of students that these 6 
teachers have taught throughout 
their career?

a.400
b.1000
c. 3700

Left to right: Dot Bickford, Dorie Sterndale, Karen Cox, Jackie Hinton, 
Jane Ansaldo-Church and Jan Mc Manus



Calendar

August
25 Watermelon Welcome
26 First Day School (grades 1-5)
29 No School

September
1 No School-Labor Day
2 1st Day-Kindergarten
17 Early Release Day

October
10 No School-Teacher work day

13 No School-Columbus Day
29 Early Release Day

PTA POST

Thank you to all of the parents and 
teachers who provided tremendous 
support for the PTA this year. It is 
your help and support that allows us 
to continue the good work that we 
do.   Good-bye to my fellow officers 
who have been tremendous 
contributors to our community: Sally 
Zwick, Tish Campbell and Pauline 
Lampert.  I look forward to working 
alongside the new executive board 
next year: Paul Cleworth, Marcy 
Baer and Chris Beal. 
 
Please visit www.donderopta.org to 
review how you can become 
involved in the PTA today and next 
school year. 
 
Enjoy your summer!
Christine Casa, PTA President
ccasa@nhlawfirm.com
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From the Principal’s Desk
As this end-of-year issue of 
Donderific hits the printers, I 
would like to take the opportunity 
to thank you for all you do to 
make Dondero School such a 
great place to learn.  Looking 
ahead to next year, we look 
forward to creating a new 
tradition:  Dondero’s Watermelon 
Welcome Back.  In an effort to 
relieve those back-to-school jitters, 
we’ve planned a day-before-
school event!  It’s a chance to 
enjoy a slice of watermelon, greet 
old friends, meet new ones, and 
visit with your child’s new teacher 
in his/her classroom.
 
Please join us on Monday, August 
25th from 2:30-4:30 pm for 
Dondero’s   Watermelon 
Welcome Back. 
 
Have a safe and happy summer.
 
Mrs. LeMay

The Donderific is trimester newsletter produced by parents.

Look for a new issue with each of your child’s progress reports throughout the year. 

Have comments? Questions? Ideas?

contact: maureend69@comcast.net/tleib@comcast.net

SEE YOU AT THE

WATERMELON 

WELCOME BACK!

AUGUST 25, 2008

2:30-4:30

Classrooms open 3-4 

We All Scream 
for Ice Cream!

You don’t have to wait a year 
to go to the ice cream social. 

It’s been moved to Fall!
Look for announcements early 

next school year for the exact 
date and time.
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PEP Spring 2008

Sponsored by the Portsmouth Education 
Partnership (PEP), the goal of the after 
school program is to bring meaningful 
extra-curricular activities to children 
from across the student population. 
These  mixed age classes provide 
enrichment and encourage new 
friendships and positive peer 
relationships across grade levels. PEP is 
currently run by a group of volunteer 
parents from Dondero, Little Harbor 
School and New Franklin. The district 
wide program is funded by generous 
donations from Portsmouth families and 
an occasional grant. 

The 2008 Spring Session was a great 
success with close to 100 Dondero 
students engaged in unique learning 
experiences. Participants were 
absorbed in cooking, knitting, dance, 
yoga, art, baseball cards, chess, tennis 
and bookmaking. 

Thank you to all of Dondero families for 
their recent donations and for helping 
to keep this valuable program alive.

Attention Homeowners and Friends of 
Homeowners!!!

The Portsmouth Education Partnership 
(PEP) is looking for 8 Portsmouth homes 
to showcase during the 11th Annual 
Holiday Home Tour.  Yes! We're 
starting early!  This year's Tour is 
scheduled for Sunday, December
13th from 1:00 - 5:00pm.

We try to feature homes from each of 
Portsmouth's neighborhoods and our
patrons are always thrilled with the 
diversity.  Homes typically range in
size from "jewel box" to grand with an 
eclectic mix of design styles.

So volunteer your own home or 
nominate a friend (lots of people say
"no" but no one has ever been 
offended by a nomination).  For more 
information or to make a nomination 
contact:

Jennifer Bell 
jazzyjen69@yahoo.com

100% of the proceeds from the Holiday 
Home Tour fund the Portsmouth
Education Partnership (PEP). This 
collaborative program among the
Portsmouth Elementary Schools 
provides funds and resources for after 
school enrichment programs at all 3 
schools.

Signing off wit h snapshots with McManusÕ class!
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