
LAST CHANCE TO SIGN UP!
If you haven’t signed up already please get your 

information in this week!                

 Dondero Elementary School Directory 2009-2010

Greetings All,

The PTA distributed our first school directory last year with great success in both the 
advertising and shared classroom information.  We would like to do this again this year 
with a distribution of the directory by mid October.

If you are interested in having your family information included in the directory, please 
fill out this form and return to your teacher by 09/18/09.  If you are interested in 
advertising in the directory, please let us know below and someone will contact you for 
your business information.

Student Name: ______________________ 
Student’s Grade:  ___________
Student’s Teacher: __________________

Parent’s Name (s): ___________________
                               ___________________

Home Address: _____________________
                          _____________________

Home Phone #: _____________________
Cell Phone #:    _____________________
Email Address: _____________________

Do you have a business that you would like to advertise in this year’s directory? _______

Rates for advertising are:  $30/half page   $50/page



 
Portsmouth High School 

Career and Technical        
Education Center 
50 Alumni Circle 

Portsmouth, NH 03801 

Note from the Teacher 
 

Hello, my name is Carla Frank and I am 
the Little Clipper Preschool teacher. I 
am very excited about embarking on 
the journey of learning with your child. 
I have been directly working in the 
field of ECE for the past 15 years and 
have enjoyed every moment of it. I 
have my Masters in Early Childhood 
Education from UNH. Along with 
teaching preschool here at PHS, I 
teach Child Development and Parenting 
& Families. 
  
I enjoy watching children learn and 
grow through their play and hands-on 
activities.  Children have wonderful 
imaginations and to see them at work 
brings me joy. I am looking forward to 
getting to know your child as an         
individual and watching her/him grow 
and develop socially and academically 
through their preschool years.  

  We are here to make a  
difference for the  

future by starting at the  
beginning. 



Parent  Info .  

The Little Clipper Preschool   
program supports learning and 
exploring while nurturing each 
child’s cognitive, physical, social 
and emotional development.  We 
believe that preschool children 
are discovering the world around 
them through their play and 
hands on learning. 
 
The Little Clipper program      
introduces children to a more 
structured preschool environ-
ment in nurturing, fun and      
engaging ways.  We believe our 
program will provide your child 
with the necessary skills for 
their elementary school years. 

 
Philosophy, Purpose,  

& Goals 
About Our Program 

 
Our program is unique in that we 
offer learning not only to the 
preschool children but to high 
school students as well.  The 
PHS Early Childhood Education 
Program’s main purpose is to 
educate students who plan to 
move forward in the field of 
education or other related      
careers.  High school students 
are given the opportunity to    
exper i ence  a  p reschoo l        
classroom and work with         
preschool children.  Through the 
direct supervision of the        
preschool and ECE teachers,  
students create weekly lesson 
plans to complete with the    
preschool children.  They receive 
hands-on learning through       
ob se r v at i o n  a nd  d i r e c t         
interaction within the preschool. 

“They learn by playing and interaction, I can see the difference in Alex within a month”- Brenda Gladu  “I enjoy watching the children explore the m
any different areas of the classroom

” -M
s. C

arla    “I  think high school students in 
the classroom is a positive impact on the children” - Tracey Mersola    “The preschool allows the children to be creative”-Debbie Feals 
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Daily Schedule 
 

8:00-8:20  Arrival & Free Choice  
8:20-8:35  Morning Meeting 

8:35-9:00  Activity Time 
9:00-9:30  Free Choice 

9:30-10:00  Snack Time & Puzzles 
10:00-10:15  Second Meeting 
10:15-10:40  Activity Time 

10:40-11:00  Playground/Gym & Pick-up 

Hours of Operation 
8:00-11:00 

Monday –Thursday 

Tuition is paid monthly at $193.75 

Contact Information 
 

Elizabeth Melanson 
 (603)436-7100 x2903 

 
Carla Frank  

(603)436-7100 x2151 
cfrank@portsmouth.k12.nh.us 



Fund Raising for 5th Grade Environmental 
School Starts Now!

What is Environmental School (ES)? 
ES is an opportunity for 5th grade students to learn about the environment in a hands-on kind 
of way. The learning opportunities and experiences the students share during their abbreviated 
week off campus are unmatched. And, as with all things in this world, ES costs money.

How much does ES cost?
ES costs approximately $250 per student or $13,000 per year, depending on the size of the 
5th grade class. 

Fifth grade families contribute $50 towards the cost of ES, the PTA provides approximately 
$3,000, and the district contributes $3,500. 

The remaining balance of approximately $6,000 is paid for through fundraisers coordinated by 
parents & students.

If I don’t have a 5th grader, do I have to participate in this program?
In  the  past,  5th grade  parents  had  one  year  to  raise  all  this  money.  It  was  an  incredibly 
stressful year for parents and by the end of the year, they were glad to see it end.  It was the 
dreaded chore…

To ease the burden placed on 5th grade parents to raise all this money in one year, a new fund 
raising structure was created last year. 

Last year, parents at each grade level were asked to come together to plan one-time events or 
specific fund raisers in order to build our school’s ES account for the current year and beyond. 
This stretched out the fundraising responsibility from one year to six. This allows parents to 
pick and choose which year (or event) fits into their family’s schedule.

If this was created last year, why am I only hearing about it now?
Although last year was the first year of the new program, not all the grades were involved in 
the transitional period.  This year is the first year we will implement the entire program.

How is this different from the PTA fundraising?
This program is designed to not only include the parents in fundraising, but the students as well. 



They are not only working toward a common goal in 5th grade, but they can anticipate the future 
years of event participation!  

As a parent, is this all I will have to volunteer for at Dondero?
Dondero does not require any one parent to volunteer their time for a school related function. 
We do however, run two separate fundraising programs and both do require many volunteering 
hours in order to provide all that the school offers to our students & teachers.
  
These two programs of fundraising are:

1.  ES Fundraising – All funds go toward Environmental School
2. Traditional PTA fundraising – These funds are earmarked for many other programs 

offered at our school.  (ie. Artisan in Residency, teacher stipends, & community &/or 
school special events.)

All fundraising dollars do go through the PTA, however funds that are earmarked for specific 
events/programs go directly to those specific line items.  

The traditional PTA programs and/or events change year to year and are voted in by the PTA.  

The ES is a school directed program and is only changed by the administration or teachers. 

This letter is outlining only those fundraisers specific to the ES initiative.  The traditional PTA 
programs need volunteer assistance as well and those needs are identified with individual flyers 
throughout the year.

What is my grade involved in this year?
The following is an outline your grade level’s responsibilities.  



Grade Level Fundraising Responsibilities

The fundraisers  for grade levels -  Room parents  will  send  out  notices  asking  parents  to 
brainstorm ideas within the category for their grade level. Categories will remain consistent 
over the years so parents will come to know what to expect from year to year.

The categories for ES fund raisers are as follows:

5th Grade 
• Fifth grade students work at the school store during the school day. The school store is 

organized by a Dondero teacher.  
• Fifth grade parents organize the Dondero Idol in the Spring as well as a silent auction to 

accompany the event. 

NOTE:  In order to keep the number of fundraisers at a minimum, only the 5th grade is 
allowed  to  fund  raise  beyond  their  assigned  category  and  only  if  there  is  a  need  for 
additional funds to be raised.  

4th Grade 
• Parents organize and run a ticketed event (ex: dance, musical performance, magic show, 

comedy night, talent show…).  

NOTE: The ticketed event takes place in January or February, as approved by PTA.  The 
schedule is organized through the PTA to not conflict with other PTA or school programs.

3rd Grade 
• Students vote on a novelty item to promote school pride.  (ex: Dondero baseball caps, 

beach towels with the Dondero logo, etc…).
• Parents market and sell the novelty item that promotes school pride.   

NOTE: The sale of novelty item is coordinated with PTA so as not to conflict with Spirit 
Wear sales.

2nd Grade 
• Parents and students decide upon seasonal items to sell at the school store two times per 

year. (Ex: Halloween items, Valentine items, etc.).  This is coordinated with the Dondero 
teacher supervising the School Store.

• Parents coordinate the concession stand for the 5th Grade Event.



1st Grade 
• Parents organize a bake sale on Election Day, beginning with the November election.
• Parents organize a concession stand for a 4th grade ticketed event and coordinate with 

4th grade parents.   

Kindergarten
• Parents participate in and volunteer for those fundraisers listed above while learning 

more about opportunities to become involved.  In particular, kindergarten parents are 
asked to contribute to bake sales and concession stands as a way to become involved in 
events they will chair in future years.

If you have any questions about the ES Fundraising structure, please contact the PTA Board.

We look forward to another year of creative thinking and collaboration!




